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NOTE FROM THE PRINCIPAL   

Greetings Patriot Families: 

Thank you so much for your attending Parent 
Teacher Conference and making it a 
“spooktacular” event.  Partnering together in 
order to ensure your child’s academic needs 
are met is our goal. As we continue our 
Military partnership, this Veterans Day we 
took time to salute all of our military Veterans 
Active Duty, Guard, Reserve, and Retired 
parents with a small token of our gratitude for 
all they do to serve our country! Veterans 
were served breakfast provided by our 
Student Council members, Key Club 
members, and National Honor Society 
members. Veterans from all branches were 
entertained by our choir and AFJROTC 
programs as well as learning more about our 
Medal of Honors Character Development 
Program which embodies courage, sacrifice, 
patriotism, citizenship, integrity, and 
commitment. Thanks to all who have served 
and are currently serving. 

The School Board has proclaimed the month 
of November as Alaska Native and American 
Indian Heritage month. In an effort to 
celebrate we will offer various optional 
assemblies throughout the month during 
SSP. This year North Pole High sponsored the 
ANE Heritage dinner at North Pole 
Elementary. Community members had an 
opportunity to come out and celebrate and 
hear informative information from Ilisagvik 
College.  

The School Board also claimed this week 
November 13-17, as American Education 
Week. Please feel free to contact your child’s 
teacher and schedule a time to visit them in 
the classroom for a firsthand look at your 
child’s school day. During this time please join 
me in thanking our wonderful educators and 
support staff for all the hard work they do for 
students each and every day. 

With freezing temperature, the roadways 
become icier so students need to remember 
to always follow safe driving tips to avoid 
accidents when driving on school grounds. 
We have a large number of students who drive 
on campus.  All students’ vehicles should be 
registered in order to park in the student 
parking lot.  If you have not registered your 
vehicle, please check in with the discipline 
office. 

Driving Safety Tips 

• Be considerate of others who may 
be walking or driving. Always look 
out for buses. Remember they have 
the right of way. 

• Be alert for school zone signs 
including no parking signs. 

• Slow down before entering a 
school zone. 

• Always stay alert and look out for 
parents, students, and anyone that 
may be exiting from cars or cross 
walks. 

• Understand that school buses 
move more slowly than regular 
traffic and must stop frequently to 
load and unload students. 

• Remember to stay off sidewalks 
and out of fire lanes. Do not block 
in others. 

• Please keep in mind that because 
of our icy conditions it is very 
important to plan your departure 
and arrival times accordingly. (DO 
NOT RUSH) 

• Remember that driving is a 
privilege. Please respect it. 
 

If you drive irresponsibly you could be putting 
your life and the life of others in danger and 
could potentially lose your driving privileges. 
Please drive responsibly. 

As Thanksgiving Day approaches it is 
important that we give thanks for each other 
and enjoy each other as we reflect on reasons 
to give thanks during the holiday season.  

With Regards, 

Ms. Mingo 
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Hey Million!...What´s with all the acronyms?...ABS, TPS, OBD1, OBD11, 
LDW, SRS, BCM, PFI, TBI, GDI, TDI, LSD, ULSD, DFI, POS, ECM, GEM MAP, 
HO2S, TPMS…..     
 

It should be obvious to the casual observer that, 
while today’s vehicles have become safer, more 
fuel efficient and interactive, they have become 
very sophisticated. Just looking at the incomplete 
acronym list above, my guess is, most of the 
motoring public will not able to correctly identify 
even a quarter of the acronyms.  
 
While it would take a paragraph or so to describe 
the meanings, it would take a book to describe the 
operation, diagnosis and service of the same. Best 
to take one at a time……. let’s discuss TPMS 
which stands for Tire Pressure Monitoring System.   
 
TPMS is an electronic system for monitoring the 
air pressure in a vehicle tire. This system 
automatically transmits a warning to the driver in 
the event of an under or overinflated tire. TPMS 
systems are government mandated on all vehicles 
sold beginning in 2007. Some models as early as 
2004 have TPMS systems. There are two types of 
TPMS, Direct or Indirect. Direct systems have a 
sensor in each wheel with the ability to let the 
driver know the status of tire pressure in any one 
tire, including, on some models, the spare.  Direct 
systems use a wheel speed sensor in each tire 
that reports to a Body Control Module (BCM) 
through an antenna on to the dash. Indirect 
systems do not have a wheel speed sensor in the 
wheels, instead they use the existing Antilock 
Brake System (ABS) to report differences in tire 

rotation. These systems are not in use on very 
many vehicles as they are based on an algorithmic 
calculation and are often inaccurate.  
 
TPMS Facts. 
1. Special training is required to properly 

mount, dismount, and service vehicles with 
TPMS. 

2.  TPMS systems have a battery that emits a 
Radio Frequency (RF) signal. When the 
non-replaceable battery runs out, the 
TPMS sensor must be replaced. The 
sensor is designed to last 5-8 years and 
cost from $75.00 to $150.00 per unit. 

3.  All sensors on TPMS systems must go 
through a re-learn process when the tires 
are replaced. In some models the process 
is easy, others require connection to the 
BCM with a scan tool to complete the re-
learn process. 

4. California motorists must have a form 
completed by a certified TPMS facility 
indicating the TPMS system is working 
properly. It is illegal to disable a TPMS 
system. 

5.  The National Highway Transportation 
Safety Administration (NHTSA) says that if 
a customer’s TPMS system is functioning 
when the vehicle arrives for service; it 
needs to be functioning when it leaves.      

 

Students in North Pole High School’s Automotive Technology Program are trained to understand, diagnosis, and properly repair 
the complicated systems on today’s high tech vehicles.  We are training technicians for the 21st Century

Automotive 
by Jerry Million 
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¡Hola ! 

The students in Spanish I are learning about “school” and will present a drawing about NPHS using the target 

language.  

The students in Spanish II are learning about “childhood”. Each student will bring his/her picture as a child 

(age 5-10) and present in groups.  

 

¡Gracías!    Sra. KaBe     
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Art News for November 2017 
By: Laurel Herbeck 

 

Art classes are busy working on Perspective Drawing 
(Art 12D), Papier Mache’ masks (Art 13D), Native American 
style bead sewing (Jewelry) and The Memory Project 
(Intermediate and Advanced 2D).  The Memory Project is a 
portrait project. Students draw a portrait of a child from 
somewhere in the world that is in a perilous or difficult place.   

This year students are drawing Syrian children whose families had to flee their homes due 
to war, and are living in refugee camps. Most families have had to leave all of their belongings 
behind, and only about half of the younger children attend school.  There is no school for high 
school students, and many children (and their families) spend years in the camps before resettling 
to another country or returning to their own.  Our students are working hard to create a likeness 
of the children, who are delighted that someone would take the time to make a drawing of them, 
and cherish the drawings as keepsakes which hang in their temporary homes. 

During the past two years past we have sent portraits to Bolivia.  This year some students 
in Art Club will be drawing children from Haiti affected by recent hurricane.  A total of about 28 
students are making the portraits.  The originals will be mailed to the children, and photocopies 
are usually displayed in the school showcase or at the School Board Assembly Chamber or the 
Borough Mayer’s office.  Mrs. Herbeck also keeps a copy of each portrait in a notebook to archive 
them and use them as examples for future students.  Students are coloring the portraits with 
colored pencil or watercolor paint.  When they arrive at their destination The Memory Project staff 
will make a video of the children receiving them and send a copy to NPHS.  It is always exciting to 
watch the joy and gratitude they express.  Our students are very excited to see the response to 
their efforts. 

 Art Club is continuing to meet in room 209 and 210, every Tuesday from 2:30-4:00, and 
occasionally on Thursday as well.  All students interested in art are welcome to participate. Please 
join us if you like making artwork with like-minded people. 

 This fall we have five students participating in the FNSB Mayor’s Art Show and Reception, 
at the Borough Assembly Chambers and Mayor’s office. The student who will have work on 
display for the next six months are Brianna Lane, Casey Lambries, Shyler Umphenour, Thomasina 
Moreland and Amber Reynolds.  The work includes watercolor, ink and charcoal drawings 
produced this semester.  It will hang in the show until May.  There will be a reception in December 
for the artists, to meet the Mayor and receive a certificate of participation in the show.  It is always 
wonderful to see the work of our talented and hardworking students.   
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Patriot Partners Club News 
By Jenny Hopper 
 

We have a good start to our new year. Our club continues to grow and we have new events 
in the planning stages. In December, we will have our annual Partners Christmas Lunch and 
Secret Santa gift exchange. We will also be planning some fundraisers for early next year.  

On Wednesday November 8, 2017, the first ever Fairbanks North Star Borough School District 
Unified Bowling Tournament was held. With stiff competition from Lathrop High Partners 
Club, the North Pole High Patriot Partners Club took home First Place. Our students were 
very excited and are ready to take on the next event which will be track and field in the spring. 
Top Bowlers were Joseph Borash, James Bradshaw, Carben Chagluak, and William Barfield. 
Good Job Team!  

If you are looking for an easy club to join come, check out the Patriot Partners Club. We will 
be playing games in December, watching movies, and eating a great lunch.  

We hope to see you here, room 159! 

 

Patriot Partners Club 2017 First Place Bowling Event 

Participants from left counter clockwise: Joe Barfield, Joseph Borash, Elania Kiser, Ms. Claire Swisher, 
Gavin Plunk, Cindy Hickman, Claire Anderson, Meeka Exum, Carben Chagluak, William Barfield, James 

Bradshaw, Cody Kowalski 
Ms. Jenny Hopper, Sponsor 
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Cadets planning and performing community service 
projects are a key piece of the JROTC program at 
North Pole High School.  For the last two years, the 
Fairbanks North Star Borough School District (the 
Superintendent’s Office, North Pole High School 
JROTC and Lathrop High School JROTC) partnered 
with the Fairbanks Rescue Mission to present this 
event in honor of our community’s exceptional first 
responders in law enforcement, firefighting, 
dispatching and emergency medical services. The No 
One Left Behind (NOLB) first responder awards 
banquet not only honored our community’s 
exemplary emergency responders but also helped 
serve our community’s most vulnerable residents, 
with all funds raised in excess of the event’s expenses 
directed to the Fairbanks Rescue Mission to address 
the crisis of homelessness.   Cadets from North Pole 
and Lathrop JROTC programs  were able to raise 
$36,000 for the Fairbanks Rescue Mission during last 
year’s inaugural NOLB and this year’s second annual 
NOLB awards ceremony. 

As banquet emcee, School District Superintendent Dr. 
Karen Gaborik explained to over 200 attendees that 
“Both first responders and the Fairbanks Rescue 
Mission faithfully respond to crises 365 days a year. 
We are gathered here to recognize those of you who 
go above and beyond to make our community a safer 
place to live, work, and raise families.”  

 Representing a broad range of organizations and 
areas of expertise, the award recipients included a 
volunteer with Ester Fire & Rescue, a UAF dispatcher, 
officers with the Fairbanks Police Department, a 
borough HAZMAT team leader, an Airport Police & 
Fire Officer, a Village Public Safety Officer, an Air 
Force paramedic, the North Pole Police Chief, several 
Alaska State Troopers, and a founding member of 
Volunteers In Policing. 

 

Lisa Raby was one of 36 award recipients.  Lisa is a 
Special Education Intensive Resource Aide at North 
Pole High School.  As a first responder, Lisa is a medic 
and fire apparatus driver for Salcha Fire and Rescue 
where she also serves as president of the board of 
directors. She is dedicated to ensuring the highest 
quality of Emergency Medical Services is provided to 
residents of Salcha. As a Peer Mentor, Raby helps each 
volunteer strive to do their best, too.  

The No One Left Behind Awards Banquet is a 
collaborative student service project. NPHS students 
volunteered hundreds of hours by planning this event, 
reviewing nominations, presenting the awards, 
performing a color guard, singing the national anthem 
(NPHS choir), preparing the desserts (NPHS culinary 
arts), and creating artwork for the event decor. More 
information about this community service event can 
be located at www.fairbanksrescuemission.org/nolb.  

 

Sergeant Bill Bellant of the North Pole Police Department was 
recognized an Exemplary First Responder in Law Enforcement 
at the 2017 No One Left Behind (NOLB) award ceremony on 
November 4th.  Lathrop JROTC cadet Emmallee Acosta and 
North Pole JROTC cadet Allison Cline presented the award. 

 

AFJROTC 
by Col. Michael Rauenhorst 

http://www.fairbanksrescuemission.org/nolb
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NPHS Cadet Sarah Price Presenting an Exemplary First 
Responder in Firefighting at the 2017 No One Left Behind 
(NOLB) award ceremony on November 4th. 

 

NPHS and LHS cadets performed a fallen first responder 
ceremony to open the awards banquet.   

 

Over 200 first responders, their families and community 
members attended the second annual NOLB awards ceremony 
held at Ryan Middle School on November 4th, 2017.   Next year’s 
NOLB awards ceremony will occur on November 3rd at Ryan 
Middle School. 

 

This is a group photo of the 36 award winners from the second 
annual NOLB first responder awards ceremony. 
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Art – Amber Reynolds 

Auto – Elizabeth Fuller 

Counseling – William Samuel 

Integrated Programs –  Jared Poirrier 

JROTC –  Audrey Winterton 

Language Arts – Lyndsey Harrell 

Library – Jessica Williamson 

Math – Riley Tamse 

Office Practice Specialist – Sarah Bixby 

Performing Arts – Jeremiah Scott 

Physical Education – Lane Cannon 

Social Studies – Angel Fabian 

Spanish – Aurora Brandon 

 

NORTH POLE CITY COUNCIL STUDENT OF THE MONTH 

Kailey Fowlkes 
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 NPHS International Club Europe is selling t-
shirts and sweatshirts to support the students 
going to Europe over Spring Break!  
 
This shirt not only reflects the International 
Club's first excursion to Europe but shows the 
many possibilities of countless life changing 
travel experiences; not only the ones that we 
promise to offer, but the many dreams that may 
be fulfilled for our students in their lives... even 
after high school. 
 
It's becoming a global citizen and making the 
lessons we learn in the classroom come to life, by 
walking where they walked, breathing in their 
inspiration and tasting different cultures. 

To place your order, visit 
https://www.bonfire.com/nphsinternationalclu
b-campaign-7/ today! It's fast, it's easy, and it 
will be shipped directly to your door!  

 
                

NO School - November 23 & 24 

  

https://www.bonfire.com/nphsinternationalclub-campaign-7/
https://www.bonfire.com/nphsinternationalclub-campaign-7/
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Is your student interested in travelling to             ?  
Thanksgiving Week, 2018 

 

	

Facebook Site:  Teacher Leaders:   Tour Registration:  

Ms. Missler & Ms. Beks 
NPHS Rms 189 & 195 

 

 

 

 

eftours.com tour #1970380S
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The Fairbanks North Star Borough School District does

not discriminate on the basis of race, ethnicity, color, religion, 
creed, sex, age, national origin, physical or mental disability, 
marital status, changes in marital status, pregnancy, 
parenthood, sexual orientation, gender identity or veteran 
status.

The Fairbanks North Star Borough School District does

not discriminate on the basis of sex in violation of Title IX

of the Education Amendments of 1972 in the educational

programs or activities which it operates.

The Fairbanks North Star Borough School District does

not discriminate on the basis of disability in violation of

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. This

includes admission or access to, or treatment or

employment in its programs, services, and activities.

Individuals requiring further information should contact

the designated compliance director:

Mrs. Tanya Coty

Employment and Educational Opportunity Director

520 Fifth Avenue

4th Floor, Suite A

Fairbanks, Alaska 99701

(907) 452-2000 ext. 11466

Fax (907) 452-3172

tanya.coty@k12northstar.org

February 2017

PUBLIC NOTICE
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